
INSIDE: Education Matters, Westminster Update, Immigration Action and more 

Member of Parliament for Rochester and Strood Constituency 

MARK RECKLESS MP: 
YOUR VOICE IN WESTMINSTER 
“It was a huge honour to be elected as the Member of Parliament for 
Rochester and Strood in last year‟s General Election. Since being 
elected I have been working hard for all the residents in our 
constituency and would like to thank everyone who voted for me.” 

It was time for change in the government 

and Parliament of this country. Since you 

elected me in May 2010 I have been trying 

to put some things right both nationally and 

locally. 

 

We are dealing with the debt built up by the 

last government, which borrowed as much in 

three years as our country borrowed in the 

previous three centuries. We are acting to 

restore confidence in our economy and our 

country, to make sure we stay solvent, and 

to avoid the fate of Greece or Ireland. 

 

To help make savings we are capping 

benefits, so that work pays, and stopping 

huge benefits for homes in London, when 

people in Medway struggle to afford the bus 

or train fare to work. 

 

I have worked to make sure that the cuts 

which we have to make are fair. For 

example, the reduction in police spending in 

Kent will now be less than we planned for 

and our new Chief Constable is increasing 

the number of neighbourhood police officers.  

Conservative-led Medway Council is 

protecting Sure Start spending for young 

children and I pressed it to protect local 

voluntary groups such as Medway Mediation. 

 

The new government did not immediately 

end Labour‟s Euro bail-outs, but I made MPs 

delay their recess to debate my stop the bail-

outs motion. The government then told the 

EU we would no longer pay for a currency we 

did not join. Now I am pushing for a 

referendum on the EU, so Britain can be an 

independent country again, trading with 

Europe, but governing ourselves. 

 

Whatever the issue, I do what I think is best 

for my constituents, whatever their party, 

and I do not allow the whips or anyone else 

to direct me how to vote. 

ABOUT TIME! 
50 YEARS ON, LOCAL HERO 

JAMES WINS RECOGNITION 

WITH HELP FROM LOCAL MP 

Mark Reckless MP meets local hero James 
Hargreaves with his long overdue medal 

Mark Reckless MP was delighted to present 

local hero James Hargreaves from Cliffe Woods 

with his GSM Medal, with clasp Near East, after 

taking up his case with the Ministry of Defence 

(MoD). Mr Hargreaves had previously been 

unable to get the MoD to accept his claim for 

the medal following his service with the 40th 

Field Regiment Artillery during the Suez Crisis in 

1956 and turned to Mark for help. 

Speaking after the medal was issued Mark 

said, “It was an absolute pleasure to meet 

James in person and thank him for his service 

to our country. I hope the medal will be a 

source of pride and pleasure for many years to 

come.” 

 Supporting local businesses 

Mark Reckless has been 

working closely with local 

businesses to ensure they 

continue to succeed here in 

Rochester and Strood. Mark 

recently visited ASD Coaches 

(above) to hear about their local 

success and community work. 
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Reporting BackReporting Back   
MARK RECKLESS MP  Reporting back 

RESIDENTS’ SURVEY - Have Your Say 

MARK RECKLESS MPMARK RECKLESS MP  

If you need my help or want to discuss a matter of concern, 
please get in touch. I hold regular surgeries – to make an 
appointment just call 01634 409917 

020 7219 7135 or 01634 409917 

mark.reckless.mp@parliament.uk 

www.markreckless.com 
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Mark Reckless MP: 
Your Local Member 
of Parliament 

Including Rochester, Strood, Chatham town 

centre, St Mary’s Island, Hoo, Allhallows, Cliffe, 

Cliffe Woods, High Halstow, Cuxton, Halling, 

Cooling, Grain, Brompton, Stoke, St Mary Hoo, 

Chattenden, Upnor, Frindsbury and Wainscott. 

Working for all our communitiesWorking for all our communities  

As I continue to work hard for local residents, your views are important to me. I 
would appreciate you taking a few minutes to complete and return the survey below 

1 
Which of these issues are of most concern to you? 

Please tick all that apply 

 Policing and crime  The NHS 

 Affordable transport  Immigration 

 Jobs and employment  Education 

 Climate change  Europe 

 The Economy  Other 

2 
Do you think the Coalition Government is right to tackle 

the financial deficit as a priority? 

 Yes  No  Not sure 

3 
Mark Reckless supports directly elected police chiefs. 

Do you think communities should have a greater say in 

how policing priorities for their area are set? 

 Yes  No  Not sure 

4 
To ensure I have a representative sample of replies, 

please indicate which of the following preferences best 

represent your views: 

 Conservative  Labour  Lib Dem 

 Greens  UKIP  Other 

6 Are there any local or national issues you would like to 

bring to my attention? 

 

Your name  

Address  

Your email  

Telephone  

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Please return the 

completed form to (no stamp required); 
 

Freepost RSLZ-YKHA-YEUG, 

Mark Reckless MP, 

OBCU Club, 13-15 High Street, Brompton, 

Gillingham, ME7 5AA  
 

The data you provide will be retained by the Conservative Party and Rochester and Strood 

Conservatives (“the data holders”) in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998 

and related legislation. By providing your data to us, you are consenting to the data holders making 

contact with you in the future by telephone, text or other means, even though you may be registered 

with the Telephone Preference Service. Your data will not be sold or given to anyone not connected to 

the Conservative Party. If you do not want the information you give to us to be used in this way, or for us 

to contact you, please indicate by ticking the relevant boxes: Post  Email  SMS  Phone   

Promoted by Peter Hicks, on behalf of Mark Reckless MP, both of OBCU Club, 13-15 High Street, Brompton, Gillingham ME7 5AA. Printed by DA Printers of 6 Lankester Parker Road, Rochester, ME1 3QU. 

Mark Reckless MP, Suite 6, 4A Castle View 

Mews, Rochester ME1 1LA 

THANK YOU! 
 
Mark Reckless would like to thank the residents of 

Medway for electing thirty-five Conservative 

Councillors to Medway Council at the local elections in 

May. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conservatives won more seats and increased our 

share of the vote in Medway and nationally. You 

helped to elect a Conservative-controlled Medway 

Council which delivers council tax which is, on 

average, £130 lower than the rest of Kent, free 

swimming for all those over 60 and under 11 years 

old, weekly refuse collections and half price bus travel 

for all Medway students under the age of 18. 

 

May 5th was also a great success because 74% of 

Medway voters voted “No” to AV, significantly higher 

than the national 63% “No”, so we still have our clear 

and fair voting system. 

5 Would you like more information on joining Rochester 

and Strood Conservatives? 

 Yes  No 



MARK RECKLESS MP  Reporting back Follow me on Twitter http://twitter.com/MarkReckless 

Education Matters 
with MARK RECKLESS MP 

If you‟d like to let Mark know about your organisation or an event in the area 
please get in touch using the contact details overleaf... 

Mark meets student campaigner Jennifer Watts to discuss the inequality of tuition fees between English and Scottish students. Mark said, “I support the campaign Jennifer has started to address the imbalance and raise people’s awareness to make the system fairer.” 

Mark was delighted to hand over new computers and equipment to local schoolchildren as part of the Tesco for Schools voucher scheme. 

During a visit to the RSPB’s Northward Hill Reserve as part of the Every Child Outdoors campaign, Princess Bakare, a pupil from Bligh Junior School, tells Mark about a large water beetle she has just found, held in the bucket by RSPB Field Teacher Heather Cornally. 

Mark congratulates Tim Watson, Principal of Cliffe Woods Primary School, after 

its successful conversion to
 become Medway’s first primary Academy. Mark is 

also supporting the creatio
n of new free schools e.g. on Rochester Riverside. 

Mark Reckless meets local students at Westminster ahead of the vote on increasing tuition fees. Mark voted against the rise, arguing that it was unfair to triple student tuition fees while increasing our  payments to the EU by 60%. 

Mark Reckless thanks the children of Gordon 

Juniors school who invited him along to receive 

letters they had written to the Prime 

Minister as part of the Send My Sister To 

School campaign. 

Clamping Down On Immigration 
 

Mark Reckless MP welcomes Government action to cut 

immigration. He is also helping the government with  

setting up a new Border Police Command and National 

Crime Agency to properly prevent illegal immigration and 

punish people smugglers. 

 

Mark said: “This Government is getting 

to grips with the immigration system. 

We are reducing and controlling  

immigration across all the legal routes 

to Britain – economic migration,  

student visas, family visas and the 

right to settle here.  

 

But just as important as those policy 

changes is tough enforcement of the 

rules. These figures show that the 

message is getting through: if you’re not legal, you’re not 

welcome.” 
 

Stop Bailing Out The Euro And Give 

Us A Referendum On Europe 
 

In his first year in the House of Commons, Mark has put 

forward the case for giving the people of Rochester and 

Strood Constituency, and indeed the whole of the United 

Kingdom, a say on our membership of the European  

Union via a straight “in/out” referendum. 
 

Mark believes the United Kingdom should be an   

independent country, trading with Europe but governing  

ourselves.  

 

Speaking during a recent debate Mark questioned 

whether it was right that the people of this country 

continued to pay £10 billion a year to have foreign 

countries decide their laws for them. 
 

This was highlighted when 

Mark voted against the  

European Court of Human 

Rights‟ ruling that  

prisoners should be given 

the right to vote. Mark said 

no, as did many other 

MPs. Mark believes it is 

time the European  

question was addressed 

once and for all by having a referendum on our  

membership of the EU. 

 

Mark also recently secured a debate in the House of 

Commons calling on the Government to end any further 

assistance from the UK taxpayer in propping up the  

failing Euro. Speaking passionately on the issue, Mark 

said: “Britain decided not to join the Euro, so we should 

not be asked to bail out countries which did join.”  
 

Speaking Up For Robust Policing 
 

Mark Reckless praised the actions of Kent Police  

following the recent violence seen in London and other 

cities. Speaking during a visit to reassure local traders in 

Chatham High Street that 

they wouldn‟t suffer from 

copy-cat looting here in  

Medway, Mark said: 

 

“I know very well that we 

have a no-nonsense Chief  

Constable in the traditional 

mould. Anyone considering 

causing any trouble in Kent 

should be in no doubt that 

they would be met with an 

extremely robust response.” 

Dealing With The Hacking Scandal 
 

As a member of the influential Home Affairs Select 

Committee Mark plays a key role in ensuring the 

Government is held to account, in particular the Home 

Office and its associated bodies such as the police. 

 

During the recent hacking scandal, Mark took the  

opportunity to question some of the key figures involved 

in the affair such as former head of the CPS, Lord  

Macdonald, the then  

Metropolitan Police  

Commissioner Paul  

Stephenson and Assistant 

Commissioner John Yates, 

and the current Director of 

Public Prosecutions Keir 

Starmer. 

 

Mark‟s judicious examination 

of these key witnesses 

helped inform the Home 

Affairs Report identifying 

failings at the CPS as well as 

with the police. 

 

Mark has also questioned whether pals of former PM 

Tony Blair acted to prevent a proper police investigation 

into the issue of phone-hacking when it first came to light 

in 2006. 
 

Supporting Local Shops, Jobs  And 

Businesses 
 

Since being elected, Mark has worked tirelessly  to  

support local shops and businesses in the Rochester and 

Strood constituency.  

 

Mark was delighted to 

present Rochester High 

Street newsagents S&J 

News with a Gold award 

for their services to the 

local community. 

 

He has also helped local 

businesses such as 

FibreTech UK Limited, 

based on Medway City Estate, to secure the funding  

necessary to ensure their growth through the downturn.  

 

Mark broke the ground for Royal 

Mail‟s new „super‟ sorting office in 

Strood. Speaking after the ground

-breaking ceremony, Mark said: 

 

“This is an exciting project which 

could provide a real boost to the 

local economy and several  

hundred Strood based jobs. Once 

again Medway is showing that it is 

open for business and has the infrastructure to attract 

large-scale investment into the Towns.” 
 

And Finally... 
 

Mark would like to thank everyone who has been in touch  

over the past year or so. In that time Mark has dealt with 

thousands of queries and pieces of casework, and your 

feedback is appreciated. Here‟s what Anthony from Upnor 

had to say; 
 

“I’ve never had cause to contact my MP in 72 years but 

what a great result this has been! Keep up the good 

work.”  
 

 


